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foreword by arthur drexler introduction by vincent scully

robert a m stern is one of contemporary architecture s most influential figures
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with a career encompassing every facet of the profession he has a flourishing
private practice he is a noted authority on new york architectural history his own
architectural work has been featured in numerous monographs and as dean of
the yale school of architecture he has undeniably shaped the field of architectural
education as a preeminent force in the discourse of the field stern was one of the
first critics to use and analyze the term postmodern in architecture this collection
of essays stern s first brackets the years defined by the changes in architectural
thinking introduced by robert venturi in 1966 and the exhibition deconstructivist
architecture at the museum of modern art in 1988 throughout stern provides
close  readings  of  architectural  events  and  offers  firsthand  accounts  of
transformations  in  architectural  thinking  during  a  critical  period

one  of  the  most  important  collections  of  essays  in  architectural  criticism
published in the last decade architecture criticism ideology sparked a debate on
the context of the critique of ideology this book contains essays by manfredo
tafuri frederic jameson tomasllorens demetri porphyrios and alan colquhoun the
essays examine therole of ideology in architectural criticism and politics a subject
t h a t  u n t i l  n o w  h a s  r e c e i v e d  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y
americanarchitectural  discourse

publisher description

this is an explanation of the nature and role of architecture by reference to the
work of several important contemporary theorists it establishes the importance of
such key issues in design as the genius loci or spirit of place the existence of what
can best be termed forces which effect design and the essential characteristics of
form including such issues as geometry structure axes surface treatment and
rhythm

collected essays in architectural criticism is an indispensable anthology of writing
by one of the most important voices in architectural theory of the last 50 years
born in  1921  colquhoun graduated from the architectural  association in  1949
currently professor emeritus of architecture at princeton university he has taught
at  the aa cornell  university  and university  college dublin among many other
schools of architecture he is the author of several books including the seminal
essays in architectural criticism 1981 modernity and the classical tradition 1991
both  republished  here  in  their  entirety  and  the  oxford  history  of  modern
architecture  2002  this  book  includes  essays  from  throughout  colquhoun  s
distinguished career in his early writing colquhoun subjects modern architecture
to  a  far  more  thorough  reading  than  was  then  customary  his  meticulous
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evaluation of modernism raised the standard of architectural historiography and
has influenced new directions in theory and practice ever since collected essays
in architectural criticism encompasses the clarity of style and rigorous erudite
analysis  that  colquhoun has  brought  to  bear  on a  diverse  range of  subjects
including  le  corbusier  robert  venturi  and  denise  scott  brown  the  pompidou
centre postmodernism and the design of museums
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literary treasures. On
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